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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to consult on proposed changes to the school admission 
arrangements for primary and secondary schools, and in-year admissions for 2018-19; the co-
ordination of primary and secondary school admissions and to seek approval to the schemes.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Members are asked to consider the report and to:

(i) Approve the proposed Admission Policy for Community and Voluntary Controlled 
Primary Schools for 2018-19 as set out in Appendix One;

(ii) Approve the proposed Admission Policy for Community Secondary Schools for 2018-
19 as set out in Appendix Two;  

(iii) Approve the proposed In Year Admission Policy for Community and Voluntary 
Controlled Schools for September 2018 as set out in Appendix Three;

(iv) Approve the proposed Co-ordinated admission scheme for Rochdale Local Authority 
Maintained Primary schools for September 2018 as set out in Appendix Four;

(v) Approve the proposed Co-ordinated admission scheme for Rochdale Local Authority 
Maintained Secondary Schools as set out in Appendix Five;

(vi) Approve the proposed arrangements for In Year Transfer and applications submitted 
outside the normal admissions round for Academic Year 2018-19 as set out in 
Appendix Six; 

(vii) Note the proposed Planned Admission Numbers for 2018-19 for Community and 
Voluntary Controlled Schools as set out in Appendix Seven; 



3. BACKGROUND

3.1 The Local Authority (LA) is required to consult on its admission arrangements, and to 
determine them by 28th February each year.  The Authority are consulting all maintained 
schools in the Borough as well as neighbouring admission authorities on the proposed 
admission arrangements for community and voluntary controlled primary schools, secondary 
community schools and also on the proposed co-ordinated admission schemes for primary 
and secondary schools. In Year admissions are separated for 2018/19. Where a school 
converts to academy status before September 2018, the existing published admission criteria 
for such schools will continue to apply.

Consultation on Admission Policy for Community and Voluntary Controlled Primary 
Schools and Community Secondary Schools (Appendix One and Two)

3.2 There are no known changes to the School Admissions Code this year and any 
revisions to take account of previous changes in the Code have taken place in 
previous years.

3.3 The proposed changes to the Admission Policies for Community and Voluntary 
Controlled Schools are as follows:

(i) Introduction of separate Admission Policies for Primary Schools and Secondary 
Schools; and

(ii) Refined criteria relating to the admission of children with strong church 
connections for Voluntary Controlled Primary Schools

Consultation on Admission Policy for Admission In-Year (Appendix Three)

3.4 The Local Authority is proposing to introduce a new, separate policy for In-Year 
Admissions and applications submitted outside the normal admissions round.  This is 
intended to meet the changes in demand particularly for multiple applications i.e. a family 
group or children moving to the Rochdale area (Appendix Three). There are Fair Access 
Protocols in place for both primary and secondary schools that remain unchanged.

Consultation on Co-ordinated Admission Arrangements (Appendix Four and Five)

3.5 The Local Authority is statutorily required to co-ordinate primary school admissions for 
all maintained primary schools in the Borough and with neighbouring authorities for the normal 
transfer group (Reception).  There are no changes proposed to the scheme for primary 
schools (Appendix Four) other than updated dates.

3.6 The Local Authority is statutorily required to co-ordinate secondary school admissions 
for all secondary schools within the Borough and with neighbouring authorities for the normal 
transfer group (Year 7).  There are no changes proposed to the scheme for secondary 
schools (Appendix Five) other than updated dates.

Consultation on In Year Admission Arrangements (Appendix Six)

3.7 The School Admissions Code removed the requirement for local authorities to co-
ordinate In-Year Transfers in 2013.  The proposal, unchanged from last year, is that the Local 
Authority will co-ordinate In-Year transfer requests for Community and Voluntary Controlled 
primary schools only and all secondary schools.  If other schools wish for the local authority to 
co-ordinate in-year transfer admissions on their behalf, then such a request would be 
considered in the light of requests from other schools in that phase. 



Consultation on Admission Numbers (Appendix Seven)

3.8 Consultation on proposed admission numbers is being undertaken so that schools and 
others can appreciate the context for proposed increases in admission numbers in schools, as 
well as the overall strategy for meeting the increase in demand for class places.  Appendix 
Seven sets out the Planned Admission Numbers for Community and Voluntary Controlled 
Schools.

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The costs associated with co-ordinating admission arrangements are met from within 
existing budgets.

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 To comply with the statutory requirements of the School Admissions Code the Local 
Authority must determine Admission Arrangements and Co-ordinated Schemes for School 
Admissions by 28th February 2017.

6. PERSONNEL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no personnel implications arising from this report.

7. CORPORATE PRIORITIES
7.1 The application of the arrangements will contribute to the Council Business Plan in 
ensuring an effective allocation process for school admissions.

8. RISK ASSESSMENT IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no specific risk issues for the Cabinet Member to consider arising from this 
report.

9. EQUALITIES IMPACTS

9.1 There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report.

9.2 The admission arrangements improve the equality of access to schools for all children, 
especially those without a school place and those within family groups that cannot be 
accommodated together, by  changing priority in the oversubscription criteria.
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